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crime ; and seems to lean toward the spirit of the famous English judge 
who asked, "Shall we indict one man for making a fool of another?" — 
not of course in any naive sense, but rather by way of a plea for the 
'disinherited,' the Have-Nots. 

University of Minnesota. Arthur J. Todd. 



A Schema for the Psychology of Testimony. By Dr. E. von Kar- 

man. Archiv fur Kriminal-anthropologie und Kriminalistik. 

Band 61, 2. Heft. 1915. 

A twenty years' accumulation of data in this field has failed to 
yield anything of immediate practical value to the court. The author 
therefore attempts to indicate in this article the subjective psychological 
background in testimony and to outline a scientific procedure for deter- 
mining the validity of an individual's report. Von Karman admits 
that this suggested outline makes no claims at completeness but merely 
touches some of the high spots. 

Personal trustworthiness and the objective truth, the "head and 
tail" of the problem, must first be differentiated. An analysis of the 
former suggests three main lines of inquiry : 

(a) An inquiry into the exactness of the testimony, 

(b) An inquiry into its accuracy, 

(c) An inquiry into its truth. 

The first two are subjective, the last is objective. 

(A) Exactness: I. Influenced by the physical and mental health 
of the subject. (1) Physical: (a) physical defects such as blindness, 
deafness; (b) minor or partial defects in the various sense capacities, 
head injury, color-blindness; (c) pathological manifestations of hy- 
peresthesia and anaesthesia; (d) in women, the appearance of men- 
struation, menopause, and pregnancy; (e) in children, arrested physical 
development; (f) in old people, somatic degeneration. 

(2) Mental: (a) Mental affections; (b) neuropathic,, neuras- 
thenic, hysteroid states, nervous irritability, hypersuggestibility, tend- 
ency toward hallucinations; (c) arrested mental development, mental 
degeneration. 

(A) Exactness: II. Influenced by any maldevelopment leading 
to illusions of sensation, and to improper temporal or spatial orienta- 
tion. 

(A) Exactness: III. Influenced by the subject's mental state, 
(intellectual or emotional), at the time of an occurence. The higher 
thought processes and emotional states are alike detrimental to exact re- 
port. Therefore, "a common farmer, aimlessly wandering about a 
city's streets, is undoubtedly a better witness than a professor wending 
bis way home from the university." Sometimes, however, the emotional 
element assists exactness by focussing greater interest upon the object. 

(B) Accuracy: This relates to the reproduction of past experi- 
ences. 

I. Memorial accuracy is favorably influenced by mentally re-ex- 
periencing the situation sometime before being requested to report ; un- 
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favorably influenced by varied testifying, and by being frequently cross- 
examined. 

II. Memorial accuracy unfavorably influenced by linguistic fac- 
tors, such as the subject's paucity of ideas, the incompatibility between 
the subject's and the examiner's terminology and understanding of 
common words and terms. In such cases the liability of succumbing to 
questions which act as suggestions is greatly increased. One who is 
over-talkative is inclined to sidetrack the main details, warp the occur- 
rence, and be easy prey for questions of a suggestive type. 

(C) Truth : After finding that the above-mentioned dangers had 
been avoided the- content of the testimony must then be examined. This 
is an objective matter. In the first place, the actual facts of the oc- 
curence, all possible evidence must be at hand. Controls and checks on 
both the physical and psychical aspects of the event must be made. 

In concluding, von Karman wishes to make himself clear regard- 
ing such evidence, the value and importance of which may appear 
exaggerated in his paper. We are requested, for example, to consider 
a case of assault and battery. "The witness maintains that he saw 
the defendant strike the plaintiff on the head. This statement is veri- 
fied by actual evidence on the scalp and skull of the plaintiff. Now, all 
we dare say is just this : The chances that the witness actually saw the 
blow delivered are great, but it cannot be accepted by the court as an 
absolute certainty." (Translation liberal). 

Although many excellent suggestions are made, one cannot help 
gaining the impression that the author has greatly labored his article 
with an ill-fitting classification. The article could be extended and ex- 
panded to great advantage, and with more of psychological and psycho- 
pathological detail it would make a truly valuable contribution to the 
literature. 

Buckel Foundation, Stanford University. Samuel C. Kohs. 



Sull Omicidio in Italia Dal 1881 al 1911. (Homocide in Italy 
From 1881 to 1911). By Alfredo Spallanzani. Rivista Penale, Jan- 
uary-February, 1916, pp. 162-197. 

This is a very careful and critical study of judicial statistics of 
crime. It is valuable not only as a summary of the movement of homi- 
cide in Italy for the past thirty years, but also as a critique of statistical 
methodology. The author admits the discrepancies between published 
figures and the real subjective phases of crime, but contends that on the 
whole objective statistics of homocide may be taken as an approxima- 
tion to truth. The larger part of his article, however, is devoted to 
pointing out these discrepancies. For example, if you compare the ac- 
cusations for homocide with convictions and sentences during the quin- 
quennium 1896-1900 the official figures show that 22.93 per cent (an 
average of about 857 cases per year) of charges did not result in con- 
viction ; that is, apparent exceeded legal homicide by about one quarter. 
But of the total reputed homicides, 5.35% were declared not to be such 
at all or involved no crime; 17.58% (or some 657 per year) were 



